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King crab is known as ‘stone crab’or 'rock crab’. 
stone crab namely division of crustaceans, which is 
not really a crab, they are mainly distributed in 
freezing sea. For its huge size people named it King 
Crab and compliment it as ‘the king of crabs’. It is 
different with the empire crab (giant crabs), please 
do not mistake them. Because of their huge size and 
succulent delicious taste, many of its species have 
been widely caught for food.  The most popular one 
is the Kamchatka king crab. King crab belongs to 
deep sea crabs, which survive under the 850 meters 
depth sea with water temperature 2-5 ℃. Its lowest 
survival temperature is 1.4 ℃.
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                     Which is the first country 
                   to catch king crab?

                                 Russia

There are four species of king 
crab in Russian commercial 

fishing history: red king crab, blue 
king crab, brown king crab (or 
golden king crab) and Globose 
king crab. While the first three 

species got larger production and 
higher economic value. 

Russia is the world's first country to 
catch king crab , began in 1950 
and has been  last for nearly 70 

years. So today, let's discover the 
story of the Russia king crab.

Species of the  

king crab in 

Russia?
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The fishing of blue king crab didn’t start until 1996. The 
Latin Name of blue king crab is Paralithodes platypus. 
Belonging to the same category of the red king crab, 
the blue king crab’s look and size is very similar to the 
red one, except for some large symmetrical distributed 
grey blue marks covered on its shell, which makes it 
looks prettier. Besides, the end of the blue king crab’s 
legs are obviously black. It usually be mistaken with the 
red one for similar looks. 

商品名

称

归类决定

  
   Blue 

           King Crab

The Blue King Crab

03063399.19

Commodity 
Tariff Code 

English 
Name

Blue king 
crab

Commodity 
Description

Latin Name
Paralithodes 

platypus
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The brown king crab is relatively smaller 
than others with generally 21.3cm width 
of the crab shell and lower meat fullness. 
Each one is around 3,4 kg. Due to the 
meatlessness, the  brown king crab is not 
very outstanding as food, so that its price 
is lower. 

         Brown
              King Crab

03063399.11

Commodity 
Tariff Code 

Column

English 
Name

Brown king 
crab

Commodity 
Description

Latin Name
Lithodes 

aequispinus

Specifically, in the Okhotsk sea areas from the 
central part of the Bering Sea to the Treasury 
Island and the northern waters of Honshu Island,  
there lives the petite little brown king crab under 
the 185-730 meters deep sea. As well as in the 
area of the continental shelf area  between the 
Okhotsk Sea and the Bering Sea and the 
Kamchatka Peninsula, the Aleutian Islands and 
the Kuril Islands.
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Related Documents to The fresh 
Seafood Customs Clearance

In accorance with Ministry of Agriculture of the 
PRC Notice of the General Administration of 
Customs of the PRC No. 2146, Some fresh seafood 
imports involve legal fishing permits.
Part of the seafood imported from Russia requires 
the original and valid statistical form of legal fishing 
product certification issued by the fishery 
management department of the Russian Federation
Where a product listed in a country or region 
outside Russia is entered into China, the applicant 
shall submit a copy of the legal fishing product 
certification issued by the fishery management 
agency of the Russian Federation.

Declaration elements
Business license of the operation unit 
Letter of Declaration authorization
Letter of Inspection authorization
The customs 10 digit Number of the 
operation unit
And commodity inspection ten digits 
number

the wild fauna and flora  import  
clearance certificate

Original foreign health certificate
Original foreign certificate of origin

Consignee filing
Consignor filing

Preparation 
before 
declaration

Preparation 
before 
load

Electronic
declaration

Inspection 
Documents 

Contract
Invoice
Packing List
Bill of Landing
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 "Legal Fishing Aquatic Products  Clearance Certificate" Regularation

Ministry of Agriculture of the PRC 
Notice No. 2757 of the GAC of the 
PRC
According to the “PRC Ministry of 
Agriculture of the PRC GAC 
Notice" (No. 2146), aquatic 
products such as Pollock imports 
from Russia are under regulation 
of "legal fishing product clearance 
certificate". In order to strengthen 
the supervision of the import of 
legal fishing products, the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the GAC have 
decided to implement the 
"verification system for customs 
clearance of legal fishing 
products".
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List Of E-verification Aquatic Products for 
  the Implementation Of Legal Fishing Clearance

1. Russian import aquatic products ：

English Name & Latin Name

Red salmon                                                                                                          (Oncorhynchus nerka) 
Pine salmon                                                                                              （Oncorhynchus gorbuscha）
Salmon                                                                                                                    Oncorhynchus keta
Large scales salmon                                                                             （Oncorhynchus tschawytscha）
Silver salmon（Oncorhynchus kisutch）Massa salmon（Oncorhynchus masou）
Rose salmon（Pacific salmon）（Oncorhynchus rhodurus）

Pine salmon（Oncorhynchus gorbuscha）、Salmon（Oncorhynchus keta）、
Large scales salmon（Oncorhynchus tschawytscha）、Silver salmon（Oncorhynchus kisutch）、
Massa salmon（Oncorhynchus masou）、Rose salmon (Pacific salmon)（Oncorhynchus rhodurus）

Pollock (Ming Tai fish)                                                                                   Theragra chalcogramma

Hymenoptera                                                                                                    （genus Sebastes）

Asian Arrow Flounder                                                                                   （Atherestes evermanni）
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List Of E-verification Aquatic Products for 
the Implementation Of Legal Fishing Clearance

English Name & Latin Name

The Atlantic flounder (the flounder)                                                 Hippoglossus hippoglossus）

Horse flounder                                                                             （Reinhardtius hippoglossoids）

Pacific herring                                                                                               （Clupea pallasii）

  Scorpion                                                                                                    genus Sebastolobus 

Hairy crabs（Erimacrus spp.） Brown King Crab (King Crab) (Lithodes aequispinus）、
Imitation crab (imitation rock crab)（Paralomis verrilli）、Kamchatka（Paralithodes camtschaticus）、
Short leg crab（Paralithodes brevipes）、Flattened crab（Paralithodes platypus）、
Snow crab（Chionoecetes spp .）、Japanese snow crab (Chionoecetes japonicus) 

Coarse clam                                                                                                Anadara broughtoni

Clams                                                                                                           genus Corbicula 

Spines, dark spines                                                                                   Apostichopus japonicus

Edible sea urchins                                                                                         Class Echinoidea
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English Name & Latin Name

Frozen Big Eye Tuna                            Thunnus Obesus

Sword Fish                                             Xiphias Gladius

Blue Fin Tuna                                       Thunnus thynnus

Antarctic canine fish                             Dissostichus spp.

List Of E-verification Aquatic Products 
for the Implementation of Legal Fishing Clearance

Other aquatic products
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Tips 
The new version of the tax 

regulations lists the live brown king 
crab (king crab) in a new tax number, 

which has a provisional tax rate. 
While the blue king crab belongs to 
the flat feet paralithodes, so that the 
tax rate is different with the brown 

king crab's. 



The Application Process Of to The Customs 
Clearance Certificates For Legal Fishing Products 

01

02

03

04

Key
word

Keyword

Keyword

Key
word

Provide the legal fishing proof issued by 
foreign official institutions 
Apply the Customs Clearance Certificates 
for Legal Fishing Products to the Ministry 
of Agriculture with the foreign legal fishing 
proof.

After the enterprises apply the customs 
clearance certificates for legal fishing 
products for the Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Ministry of Agriculture will informed 
the applicant unit and submit the 
clearance certificates to the GACs.

After the enterprises receive the certificate 
number of the Customs Clearance 
Certificates for Legal Fishing Products sent 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, they should  
submit the attached document number 
when declaration, and confirm the 
consistency of  the application content. 

Customs accept business declarations 
with its e-data, verifying whether the 
Declaration content of the enterprise is 
consistent with the e-data of the 
customs clearance certificates for legal 
fishing products for the Ministry of 
Agriculture transmission. 
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Inspection And Quarantine Certificate Issued By 
Foreign Official Institutions

Enterprises should check the Latin 
names of the seafood once they 
receipt the inspection and quarantine 
certificates issued by the foreign 
official institution. (eg: the health 
certificate issued by the foreign 
Ministry of Agriculture )

Different Latin names related to 
different commodity classification
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Oujian Group Accomplished the First Shipment of 
Live Seafood through the Shanghai Port

On 12th June, a ship with around 50 tons of Russia wild 
live king crab successfully arrived in Shanghai 
Hengshan international fishing port after six-day’s sea 
transportation. It is the first time for Shanghai to import 
ocean live seafood via sea transportation successfully, 
which was a milestone for the breakthrough in the 
shipping import of aquatic animals in Shanghai port. 

It also shows the new achievement in international 
aquatic products trade and international aquatic 
products shipping for Shanghai. The leaders of 
Shanghai government, Russia Consul-general, the 
responsible person of the Russian Embassy 
Commerce Department in Shanghai, representatives 
of Hengshan Fishing Port Company, Jiuye Supply 
Chain, Shanghai Xinhai Customs Brokerage Company, 
Shanghai Hubtrade International Trade Company have 
attend this activity, collectively witness this landmark 
occasion. 

The First Shipment Of Live Seafood In Shanghai

E-mail：xhgw@thecustoms.com.cn  Tel：+86 021-35383167 　Fax：+86 021-35383289 ADD：Floor 13，No.1000，Tianke International Building，Pingliang Road，Yangpu District，Shanghai
14



The Great Support From Government’s Leader, Customs, 
Commodity Inspection, Agricultural Department and Hengsha Port.  

This successfully arrived of this 
batch of live Russian king crab in 
Shanghai is inseparable from the 
contributions of the competent 
department and the port 
inspection unit.

At 14:00 12th July 2017, the TOR Russian 
deep-sea fishing vessel berthed at the Port 
of Shanghai Chongming Island. It completed 
customs declaration at 17:30 and released 
by the customs and inspection. That record 
has exceeded the four-hour customs 
clearance for air transporting live seafood, 
which was the new age customs declaration 
speed collectively created by all the 
departments of the customs and inspection. 
Formerly, all the seafood entry into Shanghai 
market must be transported by air-
transportation or transfer at the fishing ports 
like Dalian and Qingdao before taking land-
transportation, which took long time and high 
cost for transportation and suffering from the 
pressure of capital turnover. Nowadays, the 
mode of direct shipping to the port in 
Shanghai not only greatly increases the 
seafood’s survival rate and freshness but 
also decrease the cost and transporting time, 
which means a higher market competitive 
power. 

With the great support from agricultural department, 
Chongming customs, commodity inspection, 
Chongming Island fishing Port Company, Jiuye Supply 
Chain entrust Shanghai Xinhai customs Brokerage 
Company and Shanghai Hubtrade international trade 
company, jointly completed the entire process of the 
first time for Shanghai to import live king crab via sea 
transportation. The entire process includes issued by 
Beijing within 8 hours, Shanghai electronic declaration, 
the customs declaration, inspection and verification of 
customs clearance at Chongming port, which made a 
miracle of the fast customs declaration of seafood!
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The Inspection Mode Of ‘Customs Inspection In Advance, 
Inspection When Commodity Arrived, Fast Release’ 

To this batch of Russia King Crab import, Shanghai Entry-
Exit Inspection and Quarantine Bureau strictly obeyed the 
Regulatory requirements of ‘ten-inspection and ten-
release’, taking the inspection mode of ‘customs 
inspection in advance, inspection when commodity 
arrived, fast release’, so that to complete the inspection of 
this batch of live king crab in the shortest time. 

The Oujian operation team for this time’s live Seafood import

Inspection and quarantine of the King Crab

This batch of King crab has been confirmed with Zero 
dead or sick, complete and valued with the import filling 
qualification. The Shanghai bureau immediately gave it 
clearance and sent the sample to the lab for relevant 
safe and health project testing and monitoring. 
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Openness, Cooperation, Win-win
Making Cross-border Trading More Convenient!

This success was the result of the 
sincere and reforming cooperation 
between business community and 
government of the national the 
Belt and Road initiative. Oujian 
Network will keep on 
experimenting and innovating, 
helping the importer to bring 
more and better and more fresh 
common favorite commodities like 
seafood, meat and fruits. Oujian 
would like to realize the openness, 
cooperation, win-win between 
businesses and make the cross-
border trading more convenient!
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